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I, Benjamin Caiin, a German Citizen, 
sole proprietor of the firm Benjamin 
Cahn, of 8, Corneliusstrasse, Frankfurt 
am.Main, Germany, do Hereby declare the 
nature of this invention and in Tvhat 
Toanner the same is to be performed, to 
be particularly described and ascertained 
in and by the f ollowinj? statement : — 

This invention relates to a hair clasp, 
which is particularly suitable for the flat 
curls, over the ears, but may also be used 
for other purposes. 

Various means have already been pro- 
duced for holdinf? flat curls. For 
example hairpins have been employed 
which were pinned through, the curl. 
These holdinf^ means however ar^ open to 
the objection, on the one hand that they 
slip out of the curl comparatively easily 
and, on the other hand, do not hold th.e 
flat curl sufficiently seciirely in its wind- 
in<^ plane. For the same purpose narrow 
clampinfr pias are employed, of which 
however two or more are always required, 
in order to f^ive sufficient Hold in the 
curlinc^ plane. A further securing means 
for flat curls consists of ring's, hingedly 
connected and covered by plaiting, held 
together by a bow or the like at a point 
opposite the hinge. This device offers a 
secure hold for the curl in the curling 
plane, but is difficult to fix on the curl. 

The hair clasp according to the inven- 
tion is of the type which consists of two 
clamping arms with handles attached 
thereto pressed together by springs. Suchi 
hair clasps are known in different con* 
stmction. Tims- for example monstaclie 
clasps are known with, two clamping arms 
of substantially arcuate cross section. 
One of these arms, namely tlie narrower 
one, lies in its closed " position in the 
cavity of tlie wider arm so that the hair 
clamped between the arms* receives a be:nd 
or curyature. Such clasps can however 
evidenily not he employed for fiat curls, 
as they must be held flat. Other pins, in 
which the-, arms themselves . are resilient 
hairpms or hairpin-like constructions that* 
is bifurcated, are employed chiefly for 
water waves, hut these do not afford.- 8ufi- 
cient support for fl.at curls. 

Hair; <np.i5liiig deyices intended for Syans. 
[Price If-) ■ 



a water wave have also been proposed 
which consist of a pair of arms hinged 55 
together under the influence . of a spring 
which tends to close them upon each other 
and curve or bend outwardly at their free 
edges to form the actual jaivs Avhich are 
each provided with teeth or with a row 
of pins set at an obtuse angle with respect 
to the general plane of the device. 

The invention has for its object to con- 
struct the liair clasp so that, whilst being 
simple and quick to operate, it affords the 
necessary reliable support in the coil 
plane, especially for a flat curl. Accord- 
ing to the invention the two resilient 
clamping arms are constructed without 
projections such as pins, teeth or the like 
so that when the device is in the closed 
condition one of the arms is held by the 
spring substantially in contact or in .close 
proximity with the other arm over its 
entire surface. In this way a device is 
provided which enables a flat curl to he 
clamped flat in a satisfactory and reliable 
manner. 

Ip the accompanying drawing. 

Fig. 1, shows a top plan view of a hair 
clasp according to the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of Fig. 1, the 
clasp being in closed position. 

Fig. 3 is a similar view to Fig. 2, the 
arms being in open position. 

Fig. 4 shows in perspective view the 
clasp in position of use. 

In the construction illustrated two parts 
are hingedly connected by a- pivot pin 1 
and consist each of a handle 2 -an'd of a 
clamping arm 3. The handles 2 form a 
short-lever arm, but offer a comparatively 
large gripping surface. The clamping 
arms * 3, which have an^ aperture in the 
middle, form a much . larger lever •arm 
and extend from the inner end of the 
handles 2, their outer circumferential 
Hms in top - plan view first diverging in 
a rtirve and subsequently converging 
towards the free end of the arms. The ioO 
boundary of each Clamping arm in top ^ 
plan view forms a curved line, which 
comnaences on .one side .of the clamping 
arm. on the inner end of : this saan.alid only ' 
returns on the other , side to the iiin^r end 1Q5 
of tiie arm. • .In. this -manner* the :6lamp-- ; 
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in£^ anus 3 extend in curve shape from 
file inner end of the ann and return to 
the star.tin<7 point. The pivot 1, Tvhich' 
. consists of a' Tvire or tliin pin, connects 
5 the one with the other throu.£^h the 
medium of luf**s 4 provided at the inner 
end of the handles and bent down\yards 
at jjiffht anorles to the handles 2. A spiral 
spring", not shown in the drawinf»*, is 
10 wound around the wire or pin so that its 
ends 5 press a.trainst the handles 2 and 
tend to force the clamping* o.rms 3 the one 
^ ^ ao:ainst the other. The handles 2 are bent 
outwards relative to the clampin*^ arms 
15 3 from their inner ends so that, when 
the clasp is closed, they are at a certain 
distance apart. 

In the example described the clampinp^ 
arms are substantially of oval shape. 
20 Instead of beincr provided wi'fli an aper- 
ture, each clampinj? arm may be formed 
of a solid part. 

The handles 2 and clainpinfr arms 3 
situated one on each side of the pivot 1. 
25 are in the form of construction described 
each foismed of a thin piece of sheet metal, 
which is itself resilient, namely by beinir 
. , stamped in such a manner that a strip 
remains ext en diner from the base of the 
30 clampiniT arm and returnin<y in an unin- 
terrupted curve to the other side of the 
base (Fi<?s. 1 and 4). 

If the clasp is released, the sprins? 
forces tlie handles 2 apart and the free 
35 ends of the clampinfj arms toprether in 
sncli a manner that the front parts of 
these arms contact. Owinp: to. their 
sprinj^iness the clampincf arms 3 bear 
flatly the one on the other for a certain 
40 portion of their lenprth, as shown in Fior. 
2. Durinjr the movinj? toiyether of the 
handles 2, the hair clasp beinsr preferably 
held between the thumb and index finjrer, 
a alackeninp: of the spring effect of tlie 
-45 damping arins 3 takes place at first and 
after the free ends have moved apart, the 
clamninff arms 3 assume provisionally a 
parallel position the one to the other 
(Pij?. 3). * 
50 For the purpose p£ usin^ the hair clasp, 
the strands of hair which are to form a 
flat curl, are bronprlit into this shape by 
^. . hand, after "which the hair clasp is sUpped 
over the curl in open condition §o that '{he 
55 curl lies betwe'en the , arms 3. The 
handles 2 are then released- The clasp 
then bears on tne hair strands, even 3 
the curl to be held is comparatively .thick, 
so'tliat consequently the' clampfnpr arms. 
60 in their clampino' position assuine 'a, posi- 
tion substantiallv as illustrated in ' Pier] 3, 
the hair clasp ;hqldiii£? the lo.ck/df "hair 
. tiijhtly in, its ciirl fo.rm, pwin^ to its good 
^ * 1 clamping' effect; Wtaiqed alpnj? the entire 
length of the claiiiipinj? ariii 3 (Fig. '4). 



Owino- to the fact, that the clampin.i>" 
arms ^-J extend from and return to the hase 
in a <^ui've, a £?reat stability is on t]ie one 
hand imparted to the arras, so tliat their 
sprinsy . effect and consequently their ™ 
cla3up.3n^- effect is increased. On the 
other hand, this sliape facilitates tlie fit- 
'tiriv»- of the hair clasp on tlie curl, as tlie 
entire curl can be gripped more reliably 
betwaen the arms. *75 

The clumpiuo- arms may also ue 
narrower than shown in Fip,*. 1 and the 
aperture in the clampinci- arms mioht be 
omitted or made of a different shape. 

The shape of the hair clasp might also 80 
be other tlian that of the form of construc- 
tion described by way of example. Thu5 
the clampinuf arms 3 mifrht each lie suli- 
stantially of rectani»nlar sliane instead of 
oval and be provided with a central S5 
aperture so as to take the form of an open 
frame the loni^itxidinal sides of wliich 
extend parallel to each other at a small 
spacinor. Also in this instance the aper- 
ture in the clampin."* arms may be omitted, 
the clampin<? arms bein*? then lornied of a 
solid piece of sheet nietal or the like. 
The clampins: arms niay however be 
narrovrsr than illustrated in the drawino*, 
so that the hearinjy surface of the metal 
parts on the hair is reduced as much as 
ppssible. 

Moreover the hair clasps may be 
ada])ted to the shape of the head by bend- 
insj the clampinjy arms in a plane vertical * ' 
to the pivot axle. 

Havins: now particularly described and 
asceitained the nature of my said inven- 
tion and in what manner the same is .^^ 
to be nerformed, I declare that what T 
claim is : — 

1. A hair cla.sn, comprisincr two clamp- 
inff arms of resilient material without pro- 
jections such as pin.*5, teeth or the like ,jq 
and arran<]red to rotate relatively to on? 
another on a pin, a sprinsr round said 
pivot pin enpra£?in<? said clampinf? arms 
and adapted to press the front portions 
of said clamping arms together so that in 
the closed position they lie with one arm 
substantially in contact or in close 
proxiinity to the other arm over its entire 
surface. 

^ .2. A hair clasp accordinfr to claim 1, 120 
in which the clampincr arms are substan- 
tially alike in shape. 

3. A .h^ir clasp accqrdin<? to claim 1 
or 2 in which the boiindary line of the 

^y^s forms a curve extendinir 125 
ffom' pie side of the pivot point to the 
^59?* returninir from the front 

end to the other side of fhp pivot point. 

4. A hair clasp accprdinop to ^ny one 

of the preceding claims in which the 130 
clamping;^ arms are of solid shqet metal. 
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■J. A hair clu.s|) accord iul;- to claiia i, 
2 or 3 in \yhi('-l» ilie claiiapiuj*: arms are 
providsd witii aii aperture, leavin*? a 
nan*pw boundary edge extending in a 
curve from one side of the pivot axis of 
said arnii^ to the fronl end and retiirninj'' 
on the other side to the pivot axis. 

G. A hair clasp according- to claim 1, 
in which each clampinj>: arm is provided 
with a handle bent at an angle to the 
plane of the arms. 



7. A iiair clasp uccordin^- to claim G 
in wliit'h iUv, Uundieti are of short wide 
shape with iur^c ^rippincr surface. 

8. A iiair ciasp substantiallj- as 
described with reference to the accom- 
panj-inj;- diawiji<>. 

Dated the 24th day of April, 1931. 
DICKER, POLLAK & MERCER, 
Chartered Patent Agents, 
20 to 23, Holborn, London. E.G. 1, 
Ao-ents for the Applicant. 
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